
Some questions remain as to a definite
origin of the name “Sarasota.” 
Legend connects it with Sara, reput-

edly the daughter of the conquistador,
DeSota. Some have wondered if the name
may have originated with an Indian word
“sara-se-cota,” meaning a landfall easily
observed. Maps in the 1700’s showed the
area as “Porte Sarasote” and “Sarazota.” 
It is also said a fishing camp and Indian
trading post at the end of Longboat Key
was called “Saraxota.”
The use of the name “Sarasota” appears
on the first complete maps of Florida
printed by the government in 1839, 
18 years after the Floridas passed to the
United States following ownership by
both the Spanish and the British. 
Long before the name came into question,
Indians had discovered the lush area and
knew the bounty of the abundant wild
fruits and game in the vicinity. Fishermen
and traders were not infrequent visitors to
the area. Clashes between the whites and Indians in Florida eventually led to the ruinous seven-year Seminole
War. And now a few words from our President about Sarasota’s prehistoric history....
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The Harem Life? Or just a bunch of Mara Villans enjoying a 
poolside theme summer party? See photos on page 5 to see what
you missed! 

Continued on page 2

An interesting thing happened to me a couple of months ago. A young man who
works for a company who fertilizes my lawn and shrubbery knocked on my door
and asked if he could walk along the bank of the lake in my backyard and look for
“artifacts.” I asked him what kind of artifacts did he expect to find. He replied, “all
kinds of things, shark teeth, rib bones and other fossils.” I gave him permission to
look. About 15 minutes later, another knock on the door. He said “Hold out your
hands.” I did, and he poured 16 shark teeth into my hands. I held up the largest, a

l i ttle over two inches long, and asked him “How old is this?” He replied “About 10 million years old.” Since
then, I have found a couple of rib bone fossils that measure six to nine inches in length. They sound like glass
when they click together.

A message from 
our President,
Chuck Holmes

The HOLMES
REPORT
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Prestancia’s People
Faces in the Neighborhood 

Pages 4–5

Neighborhood
Reports

Page 7

An “Evening of 
Clairvoyance” 
Sept. 29 at TPC

Page 8

KEEPERS OF THE GATE
Prestancia’s Protectors Let Down Their Guards
(Just this once!)

Photo by Susan and Tom Isgar, Villa D’Este

The Holmes Report
cont’d from page 1

Long story short, most of these artifacts date from the
Miocene Age — some ten million years ago. Florida
was a vast sea back then, and there are countless
samples of fossils around us only found in Prestancia
when the waters are low in the lakes, usually once a
year. If you want to look, have fun, but watch out for
alligators that may be around.
The summer rains have finally started, and the lakes
and ponds are full again. We have had a banner year
with Sand hill cranes, many new chicks hatched this
year. I was privileged to see 10 baby Wood Ducks bail
out of their box in my pond this year — what a sight!
A fine year for Purple Martins as well. Life is good.
We live in a truly wonderful wildlife sanctuary.
improvements are continuing in our landscaping —
especially along Prestancia Blvd., and the #9 tee area.
This is one of the last areas that I believe needs to 
be “tweaked.”
We are moving toward the middle of hurricane sea-
son, and so far so good. May we continue to be lucky
with no direct hits. Hurricane preparedness is always
prudent, and Jone Weist of our Barlow Management
Co. has information for both pre-storm and post-storm
available to our PCA residents. 

Sergeant Jerridonna Richardson, known to all as
“J.R.” and appreciated by all for her warm smile
and friendly manner. As one of nine staffers who
are Prestancia’s GateKeepers, Jerridonna hasn’t
much time to play as she works many hours on
behalf of the residents. A widow with four grown
children and eight grandchildren, she was born 
in Washington State and moved to Sarasota to
raise her family. When you see her again, turn on
some Latin music on your car radio and she might
do a little “cha-cha” for you, as ballroom dancing
is her true passion. (Next issue will feature other
Prestancia guards.)

Coming in the Spring! Palmer Ranch SpringFest on March 31 and April 1, 2007
Volunteers are needed to organize and assist in everything from manning water tables for a sanctioned 
5K Walk/Run to assisting or chairing key events leading up to and at the SpringFest planned to include:
Sarasota Restaurants Arts & Crafts Vendors; Humanitarian and Educational Displays; Organic Produce
Amateur Entertainment; Three-Month Pre-Sales of Raffle Tickets for Sponsored Items to be drawn at the
SpringFest! YMCA Administrated: 5K Run Children’s One-Mile Fun Run Event T-Shirt Design Contest 
and more. Contact Rick Barth (Mgr. of Palmer Ranch Master Property Owner’s Assoc.) if you are interested
in volunteering or participating in any way: 922.3866.



The Beauty of the Segway.... 
It is not only fun to go to tennis daily, but it is down-
right the friendliest! The neighbors now know me and 
I them. The pleasure of seeing the golfers while whistling

through the trees
near our roads. The
full knowledge that 
I am not polluting
the air.
The tank in my car
lasts so much longer.
The super feeling
that I am here and
truly enjoying this
great little ride... 
and I don’t have 
to pedal! Ah...
the power of the
Segway.

— Sam Wyman, 
The Manors

M aybe you’d like to give something back to your community or contribute to an
organization you admire and respect. Whatever your motivation, community
foundations are one of the best vehicles to help individuals, families and busi-

nesses meet their charitable goals. This new Pipeline column will highlight Prestancia neigh-
bors who are actively involved in their community beyond the gates of Prestancia. What charitable organizations are you
involved in this year? Are you chairing or co-chairing any galas or other fund-raisers? We know there are many philan-
thropic Prestancia neighbors who give of their time and money — both are important. Through this column we intro-
duce our first resident involved in a charitable organization that we will highlight. Elisabeth Gonye (pictured above) has
officially retired — though she is currently helping with the Moffitt Cancer Research Foundation’s efforts to raise funds
for a comprehensive program dealing with the importance of genetics in research and treatment. She also founded the
very successful Sarasota-Manatee Moffitt Women’s Cancer Awareness Luncheon which is in its eighth year. Both pro-
grams were designed to establish close cooperation with Sarasota Memorial Hospital.
Elisabeth has been in Sarasota for 26 years (and The Manors of Prestancia since 1999). She has worked with the New 
College Foundation where she chaired two of the most successful Auctions and, more importantly, created the GEM Pro-
gram which to the present day serves as the yearly Special fund-raising event and has resulted in over $1,000,000 for the
Foundation. Elisabeth has served as a Board member of the Sarasota Opera for 20 years. She and her husband founded
the greatly popular Opera Club which became one of the major fund-raisers for the Opera. She also chaired numerous
events including the elegant Opera Ball which five years ago was a realization of her longtime vision -- it was one of the
best events for the Opera.
A d d i t i o n a l l y, she has served as Chairman of the New College Associates (most important and original patrons) and as an
Advisory Committee member for the Women’s Resource Center, etc. to name a few. Now she looks back on a beautiful,
eventful, busy life and enjoys the ‘present’ with friends and family.
Please email your name and the name of the charity with some details of both the charity and the event to me at
Julie46@comcast.net so we can include it in our Prestancia’s Charitable Calendar to be published in the next issue of the
Pipeline. Each charity is important and it is a good thing we don’t all support the same organization!! So, whether you’re
involved in the arts, children, animals, schools for the less privileged, etc., we want to hear from you! 

— Julie Wyman
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Volunteers Needed at 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital

Do you have some spare time? Would you like to put
it to good use? Have you ever considered volunteer-
ing? Sarasota Memorial Hospital is in need of volun-
teers. There are many varied and interesting tasks
that volunteers help with. These volunteer opportu-
n ities take as little as four or five  hours a week and
make a big difference for patients, family members,
and the staff. We’d like to invite you to join us. You
will make new friends and enjoy helping others.For
further information please call Prestancia residents
Margie or Jack Miller at 921- 2675. If you’d like to
visit the hospital to get a better idea of what volun-
teering is about, we’d be happy to arrange that (lunch
is included!).

The “Philanthropic Life”
Prestancians Making a Difference



Pamela
Simpson
Pamela lives in
Mara Villa with
her son, Alex
(17). It will be
one year in
December that
she moved to
Prestancia, 
having lived in
Sarasota since
1997 (she moved here from Seattle). Pam works as
the Director of Operations for the District 12 Medical
Examiners Office. For those of you who watch the
popular hit series “CSI” on television, Pam lives the
life “for real” and oversees the financial matters of
the Medical Examiner’s Office while her colleagues
investigates unexpected deaths in Sarasota.
“Sarasota is an easy, great place to live and Prestancia
is the best --- particularly the landscape.” Watch her
on the streets of Prestancia walking her dog, Khaki.

Jack & Margie Miller
For six years, the
Millers have called
Villa Palmeras
“home.” A retired
Kodak executive,
Jack moved with his
wife from Rochester
10 years ago to
Siesta Key before
discovering 
“picture-perfect”
Prestancia. Margie
is a retired teacher
and the couple keep
busy in retirement
volunteering at
Sarasota Memorial
Hospital and partic-
ipating actively in
their church, St. Thomas Moore. Married 52 years,
the couple say “we’ve met great people here and we
have a special circle of friends. As long as we’re on
top of the grass, life is wonderful.”
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Prestancia’s Pe

Vera Neumann
Brazilian-bred Vera is a resident of The Manors 
for over two years. She works as the Senior Special
Collections Librarian at the downtown Selby Public
Library as the “Keeper” of three very special collec-
tions: the genealogy collection, the environmental
collection and the Sarasota Music Archive. 
An interesting project for readers to consider is tracing
your lineage and using the Selby’s resources to do 
so. If you are a music buff, perhaps you’ll consider
perusing the 100,000 records preserved, including
classical music. Most important, readers should 
be aware of the library’s free and open to all great
programs: movies, books, discussions, lectures, live
music performances, and forums. Prestancia resi-
dents can email Vera at vneumann@scgov.net and
she’ll be happy to make the library’s monthly calen-
dar available to you. Vera has been a librarian for 20
years, including in Seattle and Daytona where she
lived prior to moving to Sarasota. She lives with her
husband Phil and dog Coco.

Michele Doss
Michele lives with her
husband, Howard, in
The Enclave. She is a
retired teacher from
Tampa who enjoys
walking her dog, 
Tipper, and working
out at the local YMCA.
Both she and her hus-
band are avid golfers.
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eople & Parties 
Mara Villa held its second pool social in May that drew a sizeable crowd, given the fact that many
P restancians had already headed north for the summer and were unable to participate in the evening.
Residents brought a medley of appetizers to share with their neighbors and libation were flowing
until the wee hours (yes, the wee hours) as a good time was had by all as evident by this newsletter’s
front page photo of the organizers of the Moroccan-themed party: L-R: Dottie Baker and Olivia Stahl.
The lovely maven Barbara Cohen is with them. 

Salko Nazecic (Olivia Stahl’s husband), Michael
Cohen and Patrick Martone of Mara Villa

Allan & Carol Smith with Marty Karp

(left photo) Ann Thomas
and Kaye Fredericks

“What’s not 
to love when
one lives in
Prestancia?
Every day is 
a party!”

— Marty Karp, 
age 80-something “young”

(right photo) 
Marty &Sylvia Karp
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Dear Andrea,
Sandra and I would like to say — well done! Your
initial Prestancia Pipeline Newsletter is great. You are
on target with your assessment of the quality of life
in Prestancia. We have lived in Prestancia since 1998
— in Sarasota since 1979. We will try to join you at
Mara Villa pool social on May 12th. Keep up the
good work. Welcome to Prestancia!

Don and Sandra Schurr 
Monte Verde 

Dear Andrea,
Congratulations on your outstanding first edition 
of the Prestancia Pipeline. The content and layout
were excellent.

Carol & Allan Smith
Villa Palmeras

Dear Readers,
A second issue unfolds this September, and within its
pages some fine content that gives us all a glimpse
into the fine quality of life here in Prestancia. What
have I learned in my first year as a resident? For one,
the people who live in Prestancia are wonderful. Kind,
friendly and genuine. Three characteristics that are
hard to find these days in America. Yet here we have
them right in our backyard. I truly want you to enjoy
reading this newsletter from cover to cover each issue.
I’m making every effort to fill the pages with profiles 
of interesting residents and other human interest tidbits.
I need your help, though! Please email me with sugges-
tions and/or recommendations of neighbors to profile.
You can reach me at PipelineEditor@comcast.net. In
other news, thank you to Julie Wyman for her new
column that will highlight philanthropic efforts in 
Sarasota and Prestancians who are at the forefront 
of these efforts. 
Best, Andrea Martone

Letters To the Editor

PCA BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Dr. Charles W. Holmes, II — President

Don Awbrey — Treasurer
Karen Rushing — Vice President

Committee Chairpeople
Bob Swan — Maintenance

Robert Norton — Landscape

Photo by Tom & Susan Isgar

The Naturals
No doubt you’ve been admiring the outstanding
wildlife photos that have appeared in the past two
issues (including the one of the wood storks
above). Credit can be given to Susan and Tom Isgar
of Villa D’Este, who spend their leisure and profes-
sional time photographing wildlife in Prestancia.
Residents for about a year and a half here, the 
couple have lived in Sarasota since 1990 after living
in Colorado. The couple travel around the world
with their lenses photographing nature and wildlife,
and most of their artwork goes into magazines. 
The couple have an adult son and granddaughter,
both of whom live in Japan (there are great mon-
keys in Japan to photograph!).
To see more of their artwork, contact them at
923.9004. Their work is for sale and a great amount
of their artwork is on display at the Barlow Group
(Prestancia’s Management Company), on 3412
Clark Rd.
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What’s new at Villa D’Este?
As of today, 26 of the 67 homes in Villa D’Este (almost
40%) have new roofs. It has been a long and tedious
p rocess but the completed roofs look great, are holding
up to our recent downpours and certainly have
added value to our neighborhood. The contractor
continues to assure us that the total job will be com-
pleted by the end of November weather permitting.
In addition, Villa D’Este will install a new pool and
spa deck as well as stone counter tops for the out-
door kitchen area. The new surface will be 12" by 
12" non-skid shell stone tiles and when finished will
look awesome.

— Tom Rempe

What’s new at The Manors?
Our Hospitality Committee, Joan Engle and Ursula
Wertheim have continued to host our monthly “The
Ladies of the Manors” luncheons at TPC, with great
success, I might add. Luncheons will be held on the
third Wednesday of the month starting in September.
The September date is the 20th. Joan and Ursula are
also well along in the planning of our Holiday Party.
Our Landscape Committee, Julie Wymen and Bill

News From The Neighbors Myers have been working to make our entranceway,
the entrance island, and our cul-de-sacs islands even
more beautiful by planting more flowering plants in
the cul-de-sac at the end of Boca Point and much more.
Re: Board Meetings — One hot topic is the road; how
long will it last, do we have adequate reserve to han-
dle road problems, should we seal the road now and
what product should we seal the road with, and how
do we get rid of the weeds in the cracks of the road?
Another topic is the up-dating of our governing
d o cuments which are over 19 years old. Much has
changed since they were written. The Manors pub-
lished their new telephone directory, thanks to Julie
Wyman and Averie of the Barlow Group. A great pic-
ture is on the front of the directory that shows an
Eagle and a Sand Hill Crane, in very close proximity
on the TPC golf course. The photo is from Tom and
Susan Isgar, profiled in this newsletter.

— Dan Doyle

What’s new at La Vista?
Not much new in La Vista, we lost a friend and
neighbor this month, Stephen Haynes, passed away
suddenly, he was only 69. We also lost an ex-neighbor
who had moved with her husband to Glen Ridge
about a year ago, Bernie Sponzelli, 89.

— Joe Berrier

NEIGHBORHOOD REPRESENTATIVES
PCA President Chuck Holmes
941.923.9952 Fax: 922.8629

PCA Management Jone Weist
941.927.1946 Fax: 923.1816

TPC Robert Norton
941.922.2800 Fax: 922.1889 

ENCLAVE Bruce Ginsberg
941.922.1117 yourdealmaker@comcast.net

ESTATES Russ Seifert
941.929.0973 seifert20@comcast.net

LAVISTA Joseph Berrier
941.925.0556 jberrier@comcast.net

MANORS Dan Doyle
941.927.5170 valupak@comcast.net

MARA VILLA Dottie Baker
941.927.2250 dotbaker@comcast.net

VALENCIA Robert P. Daigle
941.921.9775 bobjoy3@comcast.net

VILLA D’ESTE Thomas Rempe
941.926.1953T Trempe3341@aol.com 

VILLA FIORE James K. Muir
941.922.3669 djmuir@comcast.net

VILLA MIRADA Mike Gates
941.924.5240 mike.gates@juno.com

VILLA PALMERAS Allan Smith
941.927.4404 smith559@aol.com

MARA VILLA II Daniel E. Scott
941.921.0001 Danscott.atty@gte.net

MONTE VERDE Charles Thibault
941.921.9025 cjthibault1@comcast.net

PALACIO John Winter
941.924.8301 johnandnina@earthlink.net

Pipeline Editor Andrea Martone
917.929.0527 (cell) PipelineEditor@comcast.net



“An Evening of Clairvoyance” at TPC 
Get in the Zone. Join neighbors or invite friends for a truly fascinating experience on Friday,
September 29 at 6:30pm, when Intuitive Vision Network hosts “An Evening of Clairvoyance”
featuring two nationally known psychics and life empowerment experts. The interactive
evening will feature a full buffet dinner at TPC and compelling demonstration of spontaneous
psychic readings and detailed messages from the hereafter. The keynote speakers are Peggy

Sue Skipper, author of The Art of Conscious Evolution and Vicky Warren, author of Coffee, Donuts and God. Vicky
is a psychic medium, who trained with world-renowned psychic medium Sylvia Browne and has extensively
t o u red the USA giving lectures and demonstrations. More info can be found at w w w. v i c k i w a r r e n . c o m, includ-
ing how to book private one-on-one readings in Prestancia during the weekend of September 29. Peggy Sue
Skipper is a hand analysis expert who also works as a television host in cities across the USA. She also uses
her intuitive gifts to host workshops for those who want to empower themselves to lead m o re pro d u c t i v e
lives in their home, business and in relationships. Visit her website at www.zapolutions.com. Are you a widow
or widower who wants to reach out to your lost loved one? Are you in a turbulent relationship with someone
you love and don’t know what to do? Are you in a career change or want to be? Do you want to become
empowered to master your golf game? Or perhaps you just want to have a night out with friends — or alone
to meet other friends — for no reason at all but out of curiosity and a first class presentation? The evening is
for entertainment purposes only. Seating is limited and advanced reservations is highly recommended. The
fee is $55.00 PP for dinner and demo. Please visit www.intuitivevision.com or write us at HealingCruise@
aol.com and we’ll send you an electronic flier that further highlights the event including how to book private
and group readings in your home. You can also charge by phone at TicketWeb, 866.468.7619, or through
www.ticketweb.com. (Event name is “Evening of Clairvoyance,” sponsored by Intuitive Vision Network.)
No email? Then send a check to secure your reservations made out to: Intuitive Vision Network, c/o “An
Evening of Clairvoyance,” 7339 Regina Royale, Sarasota (Prestancia). State how many reservations you need
and the names of the guests. No tickets, a roster with reserved names will be at event. 
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Capri? Amalfi Coast? A Rainforest? 
Would you believe it’s in PRESTANCIA? 

Barbara & Michael Cohen moved to
Mara Villa last year and decided to 
convert their sun room into a sprawling
hot-tub/grotto, complete with stones,
waterfalls, fauna, foliage, candles and
aromatherapy. Not the typical Florida
decor, but Barbara isn’t a typical kind 
of gal. Pictured below, Barbara Cohen
relaxes with a neighbor and practices the
art of relaxation. Ahhhh, the good life!


